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July 1617 until May 1619 they ran c Bonham
Norton and John Bill/ then they became for a few
months * Robert Barker and John Bill/ when they
once more became ' Bonham Norton and John Bill/
This arrangement was confirmed on the accession
of Charles I, but in 1629 the Court of Chancery
gave its final decision in favour of Robert Barker,
and after October 30th in that year the imprints
were again altered to 'Robert Barker and John

Bill/

In 1634 Robert Barker mortgaged his moiety of
the office to Miles Fletcher and his partners, and
in 1635 Barker was committed to the King's Bench
Prison as a debtor, and died there in January
1645/6 ; but as his patent was still running, his name
continued to appear as King's printer during his
imprisonment.

Robert Barker's work was almost entirely of an
official character, the printing of the Scriptures,
Book of Common Prayer, Statutes and Proclama-
tions.

His most important undertaking was the so-
called c authorised version' of the Bible in 1611.
It never was authorised in any official sense. The
revision was proposed at a conference of divines
held at Hampton Court in 1604. The King mani-
fested great interest in the scheme. The whole
cost of printing was borne by Robert Barker, who
was financed by Bonham Norton, John Norton
and John Bill in return for a share in the profits